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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9-5-2006 has been entered. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over JP 11- 
263062 in view of Figov(6,095,050). 

The '062 patent teaches the printing method for printing an optically readable dot code on 
a printing medium by means of printing plates as claimed including a first step of printing the 
code on the printing medium, using a first printing plate K2 and a first black ink; and a second 
step of forming a code coat covering the code on said printing medium by printing, using a 
second printing plate Y and a second yellow ink having a property of not affecting the operation 
of reading said code. See the abstract of the '062 patent, and pages 5-8 and Fig. 7 prior art 
discussion in the present specification for details. However, the '062 patent does not teach to 
perform the second step immediately after the first step, of forming a code coat completely 
covering the code. Figov teaches a printing method including a first printing step of printing bar 
codes 44 on a substrate and a second step, performed immediately after the first step, of forming 
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a code coat(lacquer or varnish) completely covering the bar codes such that the resultant coated 
bar codes on the substrate can not be smeared or smudged and the now-coated ink becomes 
almost completely water insolvent. See Fig. 3 and column 3, line 51 through column 5, line 7 in 
Figov for example. In view of the teaching of Figov, it would have been obvious to those having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the printing method of the 
'062 patent with the second step performed immediately after the first step so as to form a code 
coat completely covering the code area and beyond so as to protect the code from being smeared 
or smudged without the need to require drying the printed code first. Regarding claim 2, the 
first black ink in the '062 patent has a property of absorbing light irradiating said code and 
coming from a lighting section of a reading device for optically reading said code; and the 
second yellow ink has a property of reflecting light coming from said lighting section as recited. 
Regarding claim 3, the '062 patent teaches to use black ink as the first ink and yellow ink as the 
second ink as recited. With respect to claim 4, the '062 patent teaches to print yellow ink on the 
dot code printed by the black ink K2 so as not to affect the operation of reading the dot code. 
Thus, it flows naturally that the yellow ink must have a property of being transparent relative to 
visible light coming from the reading device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ren L. Yan whose telephone number is 571-272-2173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Ren LYan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 
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Feb. 7, 2007 



